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hen European explorers arrived in the Americas
during the 1400s, more than 10 million people with
well-established and diverse cultures already lived
in the future United States, By the late 19th and 20th
centuries colonization had greatly impacted
Native American life. But when Missouri became a
state in 1821, its Native American population hovered at
around 20,000.

By 1990 Congress passed—and President George H. W,
Bush signed into law—a joint resolution that designated each
November as National American Indian Heritage Month. To-
day. multiple Missouri destinations honor and depict Ameri-
can Indian history and culture—from ancient petroglyphs
and fascinating museum displays to handcrafted
American Indian art for purchase. Here are
some places to immerse yourself in
indigenous life and culture,
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St. Joseph Museum’s American Indian & History Galleries
During August 2024, the American Indian Galleries opened with the Archeology Gallery inside

St. Joseph’s massive museum complex. A full-scale wigwam-style hut welcomes visitors, and dozens of
historic tribal leader’s portraits hang here. Featured exhibit “Lines & Legacies—The Harry L. George
Collection” is one of the largest collections of American Indian archacological items, pottery, woven bas-
kets, blankets, pipes, clothing, and accessories in Missouri. The Grace Nicholson Collection reflects the
American art collector’s efforts to assemble and distribute American Indian baskets and artifacts, begin-
ning in 1901. She and her business partner, Carroll S. Harman, met artists as they purchased new items.
They also documented weaving techniques and designs, tribal connections,
languages, and folklore. More than 40,000 pieces were later sold and
donated to museums across the nation, including this one.
American Indian beadwork includes intricate beaded em-
broidery, line stitching and loom work. Beading completely
covers a doctor’s bag and a tic-on collar, while bead
patterns decorate an octopus-inspired bag, Reflecting
lengthy collaborations between Spanish and Indigenous
workers, Saltillo serape textiles are reminiscent of north-
ern Mexico serapes.
StJosephMuseum.org/ native-american-galleries
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] ’ Native Traditions Gallery
’ John and Sandra Lopanc opened Na-
tive Traditions Gallery in St. Charles in
1988, and Angela Keegen began work-
J ing there as a 20-year-old. So when the
Lopanes were ready to retire in 2018, she
J took over the business. A brightly-painted
hand drum stands below animal-themed
wood carvings. Small pottery pieces,
paintings and a kachina doll share table
space. Turquoise, coral and other stones
decorate sterling rings and earrings. And
a glass-walled case displays long, hand-
crafted necklaces alongside beautiful
pottery and basketry.
The shop focus features North Ameri-
can wildlife and Native American art
from Mexico to Canada.
“I buy direct as much as possible,”
Kcegan says. “Shops like (this) are vital
outlets for native people to be seen and

heard.”
NativeTraditionsGallery.com
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Pajarito on Main

Anne Heuser owns a small store in downtown St. Charles
where most of her inventory is authentic Native American
jewelry; pottery and dream catchers, plus everything from

tomahawks to rattles. Jewelry and pottery are especially popular
among her customers, as are

the dream catchers. Additional
store items include Southwest
décor

Heuser’s mother, Georgia
Vanwinkle, sources items [or
this store and an additional
location in Gralton, Illinois.
The Gralton store has oper-
ated for more than 25 years,
and Heuser’s store opened
in November 2020. Her
mother lives in Arizona for
half the year, making Native
American-made items readily
available from artsts who live
on several reservations. They often deal with artists from Zuni
and Navajo tribes, and their stores sometimes have Hopi items,
t00: Most of the Native American-made items are also tagged

with certificates of authenticity.
“My shop provides an outlet for Native Americans to sell

their work,” Heuser says. “I love supporting them by selling
their arts and crafis.”

: plg:k Sea Shiggs of the Ozarks Distillery
A member of the Western Cherokee Nation of Missouri and

Arkansas, David Haigler is owner of Black Sea Shines Distillery
in Kimberling City. Haigler runs the company with his wife,
Roseanna.  +

The onsite Cherokee Event Center has proudly hosted the
annual fall Western Cherokee Nation Pow Wow since 2024.

~ Haigler primarily uses local

ingredients, including non-
GMO and natural Missouri
grains. His Cherokee heritage
incorporates the concept of
not wasting anything and
always having more than one
use [or something.

The distillery produces
three whiskeys, a coflee
spirit, Lakeside Lemon n’ Lime
Moonshine and eight addi-
tional spirits. Aging, and much
of the distillery’s cooperage,
also occurs amid the heavily
wooded property. Wood plank
walls and ceilings decorate the distillery sipping room beside
a massive deck and a specialized deck for disabled people. All
decking reaches off' the hillside and beneath the trees, so visitors
feel like they are part of whatever event is occurring.

BlackSeaShines.com/
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